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You want a top-notch education for 
your children and choosing the perfect 
school is probably one of the biggest 

decisions you’ll ever make.  Depending 
on your location, you may find your public 
schools offer everything you want.  If not, 
you’ll need to embark on a search for the right 
private school. 

In general, private schools exist to provide 
smaller class sizes with greater individual 
attention to each student and a safe, focused 
environment free of discipline problems.  They 
tend to set a higher bar than public schools 
in academics, and build a culture of shared 
values.  They offer a strong sense of commu-
nity and may tailor lessons to the needs of the 
student. 

In reality, each private school is a world 
unto itself.  It may or may not hold accredi-
tation with a national education association, 
or hire credentialed teachers.  It may have 
many extracurricular offerings or just a few.  It 
may charge a very large tuition plus addition-
al fees, or may be more affordable, offering 
scholarships and sliding scales.  It may have a 
long history in your community or be a brand 
new charter school.

To find the right private school for you, you’ll 
need to consider the following:

1. What are your educational priorities?
Some private schools are faith-based and 

some are not.  You’ll want to decide as a 
family your basic priorities.  Is it most import-

ant to find high academic standards, or more 
important to support your family’s faith?  Do 
you expect accelerated programs such as 
advanced placement classes or extensive ac-
cess to STEM (science, technology, engineer-
ing and math) programs?  How important are 
extracurricular activities?  Are you comfortable 
with homework policies and school rules?

2. What is the culture of the school?
In a faith-based setting the culture of the 

school will place religion at the forefront.  
There will be religious studies as part of the 
curriculum.  The school may be all boys or 
all girls.  Does this suit your goals?  What 
is the relationship of staff to students?  Is it 
casual and friendly, formal and strict?  How 
are parents involved?  What is the balance of 
academics to sports, the arts, clubs and other 
activities?  Does the culture “feel right” for 
your children?

3. What role do parents play in the school?
Some private schools make great use of 

parent volunteer time and emphasize whole 
family participation in their programs.  Others 
minimize parent involvement to occasion-
al visits or conferences to report progress.  
Which best suits your family’s needs?

4.  What are the costs?  Are there 
scholarships available?

It’s a sacrifice to pay for your child’s educa-
tion when public schools are free.  And there 

are huge variations in the expenses involved. 
When researching possible schools, be sure 
to check not only the tuitions, but also book 
fees, sports or other extracurricular expenses 
and possible transportation fees.  Check on 
scholarships available and the possibility of a 
sliding scale based on family income.

5. Is the staff credentialed and 
the school accredited?

Some faith-based schools and newer char-
ter schools don’t require their teachers to be 
credentialed.  How important is this to your 
family?  In addition there are many different 
education associations nationwide offering 
accreditation.   If a prospective school has 
received accreditation, they’ve shown the 
initiative to meet high standards.

6. Is the curriculum up to date?
In this technological age, you’ll want to be 

sure your private school has kept up with 
the times.  Do they offer appropriate col-
lege preparation standards in science, math, 
languages, writing and more?  Do they offer 
a well-rounded education in art, drama and 
music?  Are textbooks current and in good 
condition?  Are computer labs or individual 
screens available to students? 

7. Does the school provide transportation?
Do buses transport students to school?  

Are they available for after-school activities?  

Finding the right private school 
for your family

PRIVATE SCHOOL GUIDE

See PRIVATE SCHOOL on page 22
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50% OFF FIRST MONTH’S TUITION!*

CONCORD TOWNSHIP • 440-350-1333

GoddardSchool.com

We help children explore and 
discover their interests through play 
in a safe environment. We provide 
ample opportunities for fun learning 
experiences, promoting a lifelong love of 
learning in literacy, science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics.

READY. 
SET. 
GOddard!

INFANT THROUGH PRE-K • JUNIOR KINDERGARTEN • PRIVATE KINDERGARTEN 

LEARNING GARDEN • KIDS CLUB: BEFORE- AND AFTER-SCHOOL • OUTDOOR CLASSROOM

*Offer valid for new Goddard families at the above location only. Some program restrictions apply. Not valid with any other offer. The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees 
under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. © Goddard Systems, Inc. 2018
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Gilmour Academy

34001 Cedar Road, Gates Mills
(440) 473-8050

admissions@gilmour.org
www.gilmour.org

As an independent, Catholic 
school, Gilmour Academy stands 
alone in its ability to prepare 
students who thrive.  Its mission is 
rooted in educating the mind and 
empowering the heart, ensuring 
that every student develops to 
their fullest potential.  From 18 
months to 18 years, everything 
at Gilmour – from the experien-
tial curriculum to the immersive, 
real-world opportunities to the 
full spectrum of cocurriculars 
– is focused on cultivating eth-
ical leaders who communicate 
authentically, think critically 
and solve real-world problems. 
These foundational principles 
are introduced in the Montessori 
preschool programs, and then 
expanded upon and developed 
throughout the Lower, Middle and 
Upper schools.  Gilmour gradu-
ates emerge primed for the next 
step with an understanding that 

they have both the tools and the 
responsibility to make the world a 
better place.

The Goddard School
7645 Fredle Drive, Concord Twp.

(440) 350-1333
www.goddardschool.com

For nearly 30 years, The 
Goddard School has been a 
trusted name among parents and 
families.  Their classrooms are 
safe, nurturing environments for 
children six weeks to six years, 
offering age-appropriate opportu-
nities to explore and discover. 

Their unique kindergarten pro-
gram utilizes more than just a typ-
ical four-walled classroom.  They 
believe that engaging students in 
the world around them, through 
their play-based Emergent Curric-
ulum, enhances their curiosity and 
love for learning. 

Their small student-to-teach-
er ratio enables individualized 
learning and therefore produces 
a more meaningful experience. 
Through this approach their 
students are becoming natural 

researchers, critical thinkers and 
inquisitive individuals preparing 
them for future success. 

Hawken School
www.hawken.edu
Lyndhurst Campus 

(Preschool–Grade 8)
5000 Clubside Road

(440) 423-2950
Gates Mills Campus 

(Grades 9–12)
Mayfield and County Line Roads 

in Gates Mills
(440) 423-2955

The Birchwood School of Hawken 
(Preschool–Grade 8)

4400 West 140th Street
Cleveland

(216) 251-2321
The Mastery School of Hawken 

(Grades 9-12)
11025 Magnolia Drive Cleveland

(440) 423-8801

Hawken School is an indepen-
dent, coed day school of over 
1,500 students, toddler through 
grade 12, located on two cam-
puses in the eastern suburbs of 
Cleveland, a campus on Cleve-

land’s west side, and a campus in 
University Circle that is home to 
the Mastery School of Hawken, 
which takes the school’s prob-
lem-based programming to scale.

Hawken was founded in 1915 
as an educationally progressive 
school, and they remain academ-
ically progressive — because 
that’s what it takes to prepare 
students to thrive in a changing 
world.  From recognizing the 
value of a coeducational envi-
ronment to designing programs, 
learning spaces, and innovative 
schedules that support learning 
by doing, Hawken boldly adapts 
to prepare students for a promis-
ing future. 

Hawken’s nationally-recognized 
programming and nontraditional 
schedules support partnerships 
with world-renowned institu-
tions that provide real-world 
learning opportunities, including 
honors-level engineering and 
entrepreneurship programs and 
STEMM internships.  These expe-
riences instill in students the skills 
needed to thrive in an increasing-
ly complex and dynamic world.

Sponsored by the Sisters of Notre Dame

• FAITH FORMATION

• ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE

• TECHNOLOGY, SPANISH  
 & STEM K-8

• HONORS & ON-TRACK MATH  
 AND ELA FOR GRADES 6-8

• OUTDOOR LEARNING   
 EXPERIENCES ON    
 BEAUTIFUL CAMPUS

Contact Us Today!
Barbara Williams, Director of Admissions

bwilliams@ndes.org          440.279.1129
www.ndes.org

Preschool - Grade 8

Notre Dame Elementary 
and middle schools

NOTRE DAME 

ELEMENTARY 
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•  Five-day, full-day kindergarten
•  1:1 technology for all grades 

(Chromebooks/iPads)
•  Smartboards in the 

classrooms
•  Technology lab with robotics
• Weekly STEAM for K-8
• Library/media center

• Daily religion 
• Weekly chapel
•  Middle school enrichment 

program
•  Before- and after-care 

programs available
• Music/choir/band

Joyfully serving Lake, Geauga, 
and Ashtabula counties

Our Shepherd Lutheran School 
is a K–8 school that features:

508 Mentor Avenue, Painesville
 (across from Lake Erie College)

440.357.7776 • oslpainesville.org
Email: admissions@oslpainesville.org

Our Shepherd
LUTHERAN SCHOOL

Our Shepherd Lutheran School 

A Great Place 
To Grow

Get ready to do school differently!

For more information, call 440.423.2950 (Lower & Middle School), 
216.251.2321 (Birchwood School), 440.423.2955 (Upper School), 
440.423.8801 (Mastery School), or visit hawken.edu/admissions

Lyndhurst               Cleveland–West               Gates Mills               University Circle

COEDUCATIONAL, 
TODDLER – GRADE 12 hawken.edu

K–12 
Private School

in Ohio

#1:

SCHOOL
REDEFINED
Early Childhood, Lower,  
and Middle School
Thursday, 10/20/22, Parent Visit
Sunday, 11/20/22, OPEN HOUSE
Toddler – Grade 8
Lyndhurst Campus

Birchwood School
Sunday, 10/23/22, OPEN HOUSE
Preschool–Grade 8 
Cleveland-West Campus

Upper School
Tuesday, 10/18/22, Parent Visit
Sunday, 11/6/22, OPEN HOUSE 
Grades 9–12
Gates Mills Campus

Mastery School
Tuesday, 10/4/22, Parent Visit
Sunday, 11/13/22, OPEN HOUSE
Grades 9–12
University Circle Campus

Hershey 
Montessori School

www.Hershey-Montessori.org
(440) 357-0918

Concord Campus
10229 Prouty Road
Huntsburg Campus
11530 Madison Road

Hershey Montessori School’s 
approach to education allows stu-
dents to master the skills needed 
to adapt as the world changes, 
careers shift, and the demand on 
human ingenuity evolves.  The 
transformative outcomes demon-
strated by Hershey students, 
especially through these unprec-
edented times, exemplify why 
Hershey is revered as a world 
leader in Montessori education.

In conjunction with Hershey’s 
robust academics, students learn 
about leadership, practical life, 
business, culture, and important 
societal issues, including em-
bracing diversity, equity, inclusion 
and belonging.  Their Montessori 
model inspires students to learn, 
not memorize, to thrive academ-
ically, and to expand their inter-

ests.  Hershey students are resil-
ient, articulate, open to change, 
and ready for challenge.

For more than 40 years, 
Hershey’s education model has 
supported the scientific process 
of child development and serves 
students from two months 
through twelfth grade. 

Contact Hershey Montessori 
School to learn more about how 
this education model can benefit 
your child.

Notre Dame Elementary 
and Middle Schools

13000 Auburn Road, Chardon
(440) 279-1127

(440) 279-1129 (admissions)
www.ndes.org 

On the 450-acre campus of 
the Sisters of Notre Dame, Notre 
Dame Elementary and Mid-
dle Schools, as well as, Notre 
Dame-Cathedral Latin, educate 
over 1,100 students in pre-
school-12th grade.  Notre Dame 
Elementary has been recognized 
as a National Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence and recognized 

PRIVATE SCHOOL GUIDE



As Northeast Ohio’s only independent and Catholic 
school, Gilmour creates endless possibilities for 
students to not only learn about the real world, 
but how to positively impact it. 

We teach the child. 
We reach the heart.
The opportunities at Gilmour empower 

students to achieve their goals and 
discover their passions.
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but how to positively impact it. 

To learn more or schedule a personal tour, visit gilmour.org/admission

Gilmour Academy is an independent, Catholic, coed school in the Holy Cross tradition. Grades K-12 and Montessori (18 months - Preschool)  
34001 Cedar Road  |  Gates Mills, Ohio  |  44040
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twice with the Governor’s Thom-
as Edison Award for Excellence 
in STEM Education and Student 
Research.

They are excited to announce 
the restructuring of their school 
to include a middle school.  Notre 
Dame Middle School features 
dedicated space for their sixth, 
seventh, and eighth grade 
students.  The middle school 
curriculum rigorously prepares 
their students to be successful 

in high school and offers hon-
ors classes in all three grades in 
ELA and math.  Enriched learn-
ing opportunities are offered in 
academic core classes, as well 
as the special classes, to offer a 
rich and wide variety of learning 
experiences.

Please contact Barbara Williams 
in admissions at (440) 279-1129 to 
schedule a tour or shadow day. 

Our Shepherd
 Lutheran School

508 Mentor Avenue, Painesville 
(Across from Lake Erie College)

(440) 357-7776
www.oslpainesville.org

Joyfully serving the commu-
nities of Lake, Geauga, and 
Ashtabula for four decades, Our 
Shepherd Lutheran School’s 
highly-educated and caring staff 
engages students with new and 
innovative programs, ideas, in-
struction, and hands-on learning 
while remaining dedicated to the 
faith formation of students in a 
loving, Christ-centered environ-
ment.

They are a private K-8 Chris-
tian school located across the 
street from Lake Erie College 
and housed in the Zion Lutheran 
Church campus.  A low teach-
er-student ratio means greater fo-
cus on individual student’s needs.

They are nationally accredited 
by the NLSA and recognized by 
the Ohio Department of Edu-
cation.  They feature full-day, 
five-day kindergarten; weekly 

STEAM programs; computer 
technology with robotics, iPads, 
Chromebooks, and a dedicated 
computer lab; Smartboards in the 
classrooms; library/media center; 
and middle school enrichment 
program.

Please direct questions to  
admissions@oslpainesville.org. 

St. Gabriel 
Learning Loft Preschool 

& St. Gabriel School
9935 Johnnycake Ridge Road 

Concord Township 
(440) 352-6169

www.St-GabrielSchool.org

St. Gabriel School and Learning 
Loft Preschool have been molding 
students in Lake County through 
faith, learning, and love for over 
50 years.  Both are award-earn-
ing schools staffed with teachers 
who make a difference in their 
students’ lives.  Their compassion, 
dedication, and expertise, chal-
lenge students to think inde-
pendently and ignite their love of 
learning. 

St. Gabriel School is a STEM 

WHERE
FRIENDS
BECOME
FAMILYJoin us for our fall Admissions Open House:  

Sunday, October 9
vasj.com/openhouse • 216-481-8414 ext. 285

Notre Dame cont’d
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Nurturing the spirit.
Engaging the intellect.

Inspiring creative thinking.

OPEN HOUSE DATES
*Registration is required* 

 

Concord Campus
(B-6th Grade) 

10229 Prouty Rd.
Concord Township, OH 44077

 

From 9-11 am on 
October 12 | November 9

February 8 | April 12 | May 10

Birth - 6th Grade: (440) 357-0918
7th -12th Grade: (440) 636-6290

admissions@hershey-montessori.org

Children Need a Hershey Montessori
Education Now More Than Ever

Ask about our transportation & boarding options!

V is i t  our  webs ite  at  www.Hershey-Montessor i .o rg

CONTACT US TO REGISTER OR
REQUEST MORE INFORMATION

World-renowned education
Individualized approach
Academic mastery
Social and emotional learning
Meaningful social connections
Stress-reducing integration with nature
Life readiness & college readiness Huntsburg Campus

(7th-12th Grade)
11530 Madison Rd.

Huntsburg, OH 44046
 

From 9-11 am on 
October 10 | November 14
December 12 | February 13

April 10 | May 8
 

Virtual tours are available
on our website.
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designated school that instills 
a strong sense of purpose and 
service.  A proud participant 
in Cleveland Diocese’s Better 
Together initiative, they strive to 
serve all students and meet each 
child’s individual needs. The St. 
Gabriel Learning Loft Preschool 
has been voted best of Mentor 
five years running.  They foster a 
warm and nurturing environment 
for students just starting their 
educational journey.

Discover these award-earn-
ing schools and how St. Gabriel 
Learning Loft and St. Gabriel 
School will enrich your child’s 
future.  For My Buddy & Me (2yo) 
and part time 3-5 yo preschool 
call (440) 354-7574.  For full-day 
preschool (4/5 yo) and grades 
K–8 call (440) 354-7858 or visit 
St-GabrielSchool.org. 

St. Mary School Chardon
401 North Street, Chardon

(440) 286-3590
www.stmaryschoolchardon.org
The Ohio Academy of Science 

selected St. Mary’s School to 
receive The Governor’s Thomas 
Edison Award for Excellence in 
STEM Education during the 2021-
2022 school year.  

St. Mary’s is honored to have 
been one of 45 Ohio schools to 
receive this award.  The Ohio 
Academy of Science defines 
STEM education as both the 
understanding and implemen-
tation of science, technology, 
engineering and mathematics for 
all students (Pre-K-12).

St. Mary’s STEM education 
helps students develop skills 
in communication, collabora-
tion, critical thinking and evi-
dence-based explanations by 
utilizing problem-based learning 
strategies. Having a student-cen-
tered learning environment in 
which students work to find 
solutions to real-world problems 
helps to successfully prepare 
them for their future careers.

St. Gabriel cont’d
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 Villa Angela-St. Joseph 

High School 
18491 Lakeshore Boulevard 

Cleveland
(216) 481-8414
www.vasj.com

When you become a student 
at Villa Angela-St. Joseph High 
School, you become a member of 
a family where everyone knows 
you. It is a place where you can 
grow in your faith, be challenged 
academically, follow your pas-
sions, and create high school 
memories and friendships that will 

last a lifetime.
VASJ welcomes any student 

who would like to find meaning 
in Catholic traditions and has 
a sincere desire to develop a 
closer relationship with God as 
lived through the teachings of St. 
Angela Merici and Blessed Father 
William Joseph Chaminade.

Learn more about VASJ by 
attending one of their upcoming 
open houses: 

Sunday, October 9, 2022
Thursday, November 3, 2022
Wednesday, March 8, 2023

Private School from page 16

home!
welcome 

to two award-earning schools, one great community: 
Learning Loft Preschool & St. Gabriel School

“What I love most about the Learning Loft 
is they have a welcoming atmosphere and 
Christ-centered curriculum. As a family, 
this is our first school experience. We were 
pleasantly surprised how easy they made 
the transition and how happy he is. Thank 
you Learning Loft for making our experi-
ence a great one.” ~ Carly K., mom of 3 y.o.

“Our three children have thrived at SGS. 
Each one of them is unique and has dif-
ferent needs.  It was a big decision for us 
to transfer them.  I am thrilled to see their 
transition smooth, their needs met, and 
my children welcomed into such a loving 
school culture.  I am amazed at their  
success and happiness!” ~ Carrie K.

A few words from 
our families...

For open house info and registration:
St-GabrielSchool.org

For part-time 2- to 5-year-old programs: Call 440-354-7574 
For full-time 4/5-year-old to grade 8: Call 440-354-7858

9935 Johnnycake Ridge Road, Concord Township

STEM designated school 
by ODE

Welcoming Christ-centered culture

Fun after school activities and 
junior high elective program

Newly renovated rooms

Well-rounded preschool 
focused on KDG readiness

Does the school coordinate car-
pools?  Are there extra expenses 
charged for transportation?

8. How well do students 
transition into or 
out of the school?

If a particular school offers 
classes such as K–6 or K–8, do 
they work closely with a sister 
high school?  What provisions 
are made to make a smooth 
transition from one school to 
another?  If students transfer into 
the school either at the begin-
ning of a year or mid-year, what 
provisions are made to welcome 
them?  How do children fare 
when they need to move from 
this school to another?

9. What is the school’s 
reputation?

Most private schools have a 
reputation to uphold.  Are they 
the best in college prep?  Are 
they known for a friendly, family 
community spirit?  Who do you 
know with firsthand information 
and experience with the school?  
What recommendations can you 
find amongst friends and ac-
quaintances?     

 10. Is the school open to visits 
and drop-in observations?

All schools need to make sure 
their campus is secure and will 
have procedures to follow when 
visiting.  But as a parent, you want 
to feel comfortable visiting the 
building to observe or take care 
of business. You’ll want to find a 
school that makes parents wel-
come and is proud to show them 
around.

When you’ve narrowed your 
search to several schools, be sure 
to take the time for a personal 
visit.  Talk with an administrator, 
take the tour and gather any 
written information they’ve pre-
pared for prospective students.  
Discuss pertinent questions and 
voice any concerns you may have 
about your child’s specific needs.  
Above all, gauge your “feel” of 
the school.  Is it the right place for 
you and your family?

Selecting the perfect private 
school is well worth the time it 
takes to research, visit and finally 
make your selection.  This is the 
place your children will make 
important friendships, learn and 
grow, and pave the way to their 
bright futures.  


